
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831
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Sister M. Eva Manney, SSND

Sister Eva Manney, 93, died Thursday, Aug. 4, 2016, in Notre Dame 
Health Care, Our Lady of Good Counsel, Mankato, Minnesota. She had 
entered Hospice about one week before she died. Her sister, Sister Marlene 
Manney, and her good friend, Sister Pauline Eischens, were with her when 
she died.

Sister Eva was born Feb. 4, 1923, in St. Paul, and baptized Dorothy Cecilia 
about six weeks later in Sacred Heart Church. She grew up on St. Paul’s East 
Side and started first grade in 1928 at Sacred Heart School, where she was 
taught by School Sisters of Notre Dame. She received her first Communion 
in May 1931 and wrote about that day, “It was at this time that the first 
desire to become a sister took root in me. I talked about my desire, but my 
parents thought it was a passing fancy of mine.” Dorothy was confirmed 
in April 1935 and described how her call grew stronger: “It was during this 
year that I helped the sisters with church work. This was an important time 
for me, for the desire to become a sister became more intense.” Toward the 
end of her eighth grade year, “Sister Euphemia (Helfenbein), the principal, 
talked to my parents and made arrangements for me to enter the aspiranture 
at Good Counsel, Mankato.”

Dorothy entered the aspiranture in the fall of 1937, and one year later, 
petitioned for entrance into the candidature. She was only 15 years old at 
the time, and her parents were at first opposed to this step. However, they 
accepted her decision when they realized that she could come home if she no 
longer wished to be a sister. She began training for home-service work almost 
immediately and spent the 1939-40 year at St. Matthew Convent, St. Paul, 
assisting with cooking and other housekeeping work. In August 1940, she 
became the cook and housekeeper for All Saints Convent, Madison Lake. In 
December, Dorothy left Madison Lake and returned to Good Counsel, where 
she began preparations for reception into the novitiate. She was received on 
July 18, 1941, and given the name Sister M. Eva. Profession of vows followed 
one year later, on July 20, 1942.

Sister Eva’s first mission assignment was home service at John Ireland 
Convent in St. Peter, where she stayed for seven years. In the fall of 1949, 
Sister Eva returned to Good Counsel, where she began a variety of ministries 
that would span the next 26 years. She worked in the priests’ department for 
one year, and then served five years as a “housemother” for the high school 
age aspirants. For the 1955-56 academic year, she was the home service 
sister for young sisters in residence at St. Albertus Hall in St. Paul who were 
studying at Diocesan Teachers College. After that year, she came back to 
Good Counsel and continued her work with young sisters in the newly-
established juniorate. She remained in this ministry until the fall of 1960. 

In 1960, at the request of Mother Bernardia Gores, Sister Eva started her 
next Good Counsel Hill ministry, that of nursing assistant in the infirmary. 
Sister Eva described her 16 years working with elderly and infirm sisters, 
“These were fruitful years for me as these sisters taught me a lot of what it 
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means to grow old gracefully and what commitment to God was all about 
when one reaches the end of life’s journey.” She expanded on this idea 
in comments prepared for her 70th Jubilee celebration in 2012: “While I 
have loved all my ministries, I have loved most my years in our infirmary 
as a nurse’s assistant with our sisters. There were so many beautiful, elder 
women, who taught me, as a younger sister, so much about living and 
appreciating religious life. I saw transformation in many ways that touched 
me greatly.”

Sister Eva was involved in another new venture in August 1976. The Center 
for Spiritual Development, which had been housed at Good Counsel, was 
moving to the convent in Olivia, Minnesota. Sister Eva became the Center’s 
homemaker, and continued in this ministry for 13 years. The Center moved 
to Bird Island in 1979, and Sister Eva also became involved in the broader 
Bird Island community. In addition to cooking, baking, cleaning, canning 
and freezing produce, and providing gracious hospitality for the Center, 
she volunteered weekly at ACTS (Adult Client Training Service), which 
provided services for mentally and physically handicapped clients. She also 
volunteered in the Renville County Hospice Program.

Following a six-month renewal experience in Chatawa, Mississippi, in 1990, 
Sister Eva moved to St. Mary Parish in Worthington, where she served as 
pastoral visitor. In 1992, when Sister Eva celebrated her Golden Jubilee as an 
SSND, the city of Worthington issued a proclamation in her honor. 

In 2000, Sister Eva retired and moved to Good Counsel. She continued to 
give community service, but she also used this time to grow closer to the 
God she had served for so many years. Always creative and artistic, she used 
her talents to embroider dishtowels, create crocheted bookworms and craft 
over 100 knitted bears for the Mother Bear program. She much appreciated 
the extra time for prayer and also enjoyed staying connected with her family, 
playing cards, working on puzzles and doing odd jobs. In 2012, she wrote, 
“I have used my hands in many ways during these 70 years of vowed life. 
I am grateful to God for this great gift to have used them in many ways to 
serve God through others. God, bless the hands you gave me, to continue 
using them for your glory and for others.”

The funeral Mass for Sister Eva, with Father Eugene Stenzel as presider, 
was held Tuesday, Aug. 9, in Good Counsel Chapel, Mankato, followed by 
burial of her cremains in Good Counsel Cemetery. She is survived by her 
sister, Sister Marlene, and her brother, Don, a niece and nephews, and her 
sisters in community, the School Sisters of Notre Dame. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Robert and Elizabeth (Jost) Manney, and her sister, 
Ruth Hanson.

By Sister Mary Kay Ash, SSND
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